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Introduction 

This report was commissioned by the Secretariat of the African Growth and Opportunity Act 

(AGOA) Civil Society Organization Network. The objective of the study is to link the impact of 

the COVID-19 on U.S.-Africa trade and economic cooperation and examine the challenges and 

opportunities influencing the success of the Africa Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA) in light 

of the pandemic.   

Since its enactment more than two decades ago, the African Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA) 

has been the cornerstone of U.S. economic engagement with the countries of Sub-Saharan Africa 

and has helped to increase two-way trade between the U.S. and Sub-Saharan Africa. 

 

AGOA is a long-term commitment with broad bi-partisan support.  On June 25, 2015, Congress 

overwhelmingly approved the Trade Preferences Extension Act of 2015 (TPEA), and on June 29, 

2015, President Obama signed TPEA into law. TPEA re-authorizes AGOA along with the 

associated “third-country fabric” provision for ten years.  Previously, Congress passed, and the 

executive branch implemented, three prior legislative enhancements of AGOA, with significant 

bi-partisan support, in 2002, 2004, and 2006.   

By late November 2019, the coronavirus disease 2019 had broken out in Wuhan, China. Below is 

a timeline of events leading up to when COVID 19 was first reported in the U.S. and Sub-

Saharan Africa: 

• December 31, 2019, Wuhan Municipal Health Commission, China, reported a cluster of 

cases of pneumonia in Wuhan, Hubei Province. A novel coronavirus was eventually 

identified. The virus, subsequently named SARSCoV-2, causes the new disease COVID-

19.  

 

• January 5, the World Health Organization (WHO) reported a "pneumonia of unknown 

cause" in Wuhan. The WHO advised against travel or trade restrictions at the time.  

 

• January 6, the Center for Disease Control (CDC) issued a travel notice for the city of 

Wuhan in Hubei province.  

 

• January 8, CDC issued its first public alert about the coronavirus.  

 

• January 9, WHO issued a statement naming the disease as a new coronavirus in Wuhan.  

 

• January 10, WHO issued a comprehensive package of guidance to countries on how to 

test for potential cases. By this date, the WHO warned of the risk of human-to-human 

transmission. 

 

• January10, Chinese Health Officials reported 41 cases of pneumonia due to a novel 

coronavirus. The initial cases associated with the outbreak were identified between 

December 8, 2019 and January 2, 2020. Symptoms have included fever, cough,  

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coronavirus_disease_2019
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wuhan
https://www.who.int/csr/don/05-january-2020-pneumonia-of-unkown-cause-china/en/
https://www.who.int/csr/don/05-january-2020-pneumonia-of-unkown-cause-china/en/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Health_Organization
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and difficulty breathing. A laboratory in China identified a novel coronavirus (2019-

nCoV) as the etiologic agent transmitted from human-to-human. The first cases identified 

have been linked to the Wuhan South China Seafood City. 

• January 20, both the WHO and Chinese authorities announced the confirmation that 

human-to-human transmission of the coronavirus had already occurred. 

Coronaviruses are a large family of viruses. There are several known human coronaviruses that 

usually only cause mild respiratory disease, such as, the common cold. However, at least twice, 

coronaviruses have emerged to infect people and cause severe disease: severe acute respiratory 

syndrome (SARS), and the middle east respiratory syndrome (MERS). The cases in this outbreak 

tested negative for both SARS and MERS. 

• The first recorded U.S. case of the new virus was also reported on January 20, in an 

American citizen traveling from Wuhan, China, to his home in Washington state.  

• February 14, 2020, Dr. Hala Zayed, the Minister of Health and Population of Egypt, 

confirmed the first case of the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) in Egypt. 

Since the outbreak of the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) was officially declared in January 2020, 

the CDC in Africa has been working with the African Union(AU) Member States and partners to 

strengthen the capacity of AU Member States to rapidly detect, test and curtail the spread of the 

disease in Africa. Actions taken include: training representatives of member states in laboratory 

testing of the  coronavirus, infection prevention and control, risk communication, and surveillance. 

Africa CDC is also supporting countries to source and obtain reagents needed to rapidly test for 

the virus. 

 

• February 27, 2020, Dr. Osagie Ehanire, the Minister of Health of Nigeria, confirmed a case 

of the COVID-19 in Lagos, Nigeria.  

For additional information on COVID-19  cases in Africa by Country, Region and others, consult 

Africa CDC’s Dash Board of COVID-19 at: Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) – Africa 

CDC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

https://africacdc.org/covid-19/
https://africacdc.org/covid-19/
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AGOA CSO Network Secretariat Advisory Board (2020-2022) 

The Africa Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA) Civil Society Organization Network Secretariat 

Advisory Board for the US-Africa Trade and Economic Forum, Civil Society Organization (CSO) 

Session Planning Committee consists of a select number of leaders who have extensive expertise 

in and demonstrated commitment to advancing US-Africa trade, investment, and cooperation.  

Advisory Board members  are responsible for guiding the Secretariat throughout the planning and 

successful execution of the CSO program and initiatives and ensuring the robust participation of 

CSOs committed to advancing US-Africa trade, investment, and cultural engagement. 

Unlike any economic downtown we have witnessed since the end of World War II, the impact of 

the COVID-19 pandemic is felt in real-time by every country across the globe. COVID 19 has 

resulted in emergency lockdowns, and almost brought global economic activity to a standstill, as 

public health experts, policymakers, and civil society struggle to put in place programs and 

legislations to curtail the spread of the disease and reduce the loss of lives. 

As we look forward to a post-COVID-19 pandemic era, this advisory board is tasked to guide the 

AGOA CSO Secretariat on addressing the current challenges of COVID-19 as related to US 

engagement with Africa. Specifically, we will be devising policies and an action plan to assist in 

reversing the current slowdown in trade, commerce, and cultural exchange between the United 

States and Africa that has resulted in high unemployment and threatens the gains we have made 

over the last two decades using the benefits of the African Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA) 

on both sides of the Atlantic Ocean. 

Information on the AGOA CSO Network and membership can be found on our website 

at www.agoacsonetwork.org.  before Monday August 31, 2020.    

 

 

AGOA CSO Network 

 Advisory Board Members 

2020-2022 
  

 
Fred O. Oladeinde, Board Chair 

 

Advisory Board Members 

2020-2022 

about:blank
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