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Good morning! 

Thank you to the African Growth and Opportunity (AGOA) Civil Society Network and its 

president, Fred Oladeinde, for organizing this conference and inviting me to participate.  And 

thank you as well to the Center for International Private Enterprise and your Executive Director 

Andrew Wilson for providing this wonderful space.  Mr. Akomolafe, thank you for your 

remarks, and Ms. Ajala from AWEP Nigeria, thank you for coming.  

 

AGOA not only plays a crucial role in the trade relationship between Africa and the United 

States, but also serves as a mainstay in our broader U.S. strategy and policy toward sub-Saharan 

Africa. Our strategy combines several mutually reinforcing efforts that are critical to Africa’s 

future. Two of our four core goals in Africa are: strengthening democratic institutions  

by improving governance, and boosting broad-based economic growth and mutual prosperity, 

including through trade and investment.  Strong, accountable, and democratic institutions,  

sustained by a deep commitment to the rule of law, generate greater prosperity and stability.   

They help mitigate conflict and contribute to security.  Sustainable, inclusive economic growth  

is a key ingredient for security, political stability, and development.   

 

Strengthening trade and investment has been a key theme of our discussions with African leaders  

on how to bolster our partnerships across the continent.  And in a sign of the high-level attention  

the Trump Administration accords our partnerships in Africa, the U.S. Secretary of Commerce 

joined a delegation of the President’s Advisory Council on Doing Business in Africa in Ghana 

just last week, after PAC-DBIA members traveled to Ethiopia, Kenya, and Cote D’Ivoire, with 

Under Secretary of Commerce for International Trade Gilbert Kaplan.  The trip resulted in a 

series of new agreements and business deals.  As Secretary Ross stated before the trip, “President 

Trump and I firmly believe that American companies, working in conjunction with the African 

business community, will help African countries develop and, ultimately, take their rightful place 

within the international economic system.” 
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AGOA also encourages progress in democratic governance and rule of law in order to provide a 

solid foundation for trade and investment to flourish.  Civil society plays a critical role as an ally 

and educator in this effort.  As you may know, AGOA legislation requires an annual review of 

compliance with eligibility criteria for each country currently eligible for AGOA. Eligibility is 

based on statutory criteria established by the U.S. Congress that requires, among other things, a 

country to have established, or make continual progress toward establishing: political pluralism, 

the rule of law, and a market-based economy; elimination of barriers to U.S. trade and 

investment; protection of internationally recognized worker rights; a system to combat 

corruption and bribery; and economic policies to reduce poverty.   

 

AGOA criteria also require that a country not engage in gross violations of internationally 

recognized human rights. We are working with our African partners, in large part through the 

AGOA eligibility criteria, to build strong and effective institutions, remove constraints to trade 

and investment, embrace sound economic governance, and diversify their economies beyond a 

narrow reliance on natural resources.  We also encourage American companies to seize trade and 

investment opportunities in Africa, so that their skills, capital, and technology will support the 

region’s economic expansion, while creating jobs here in America.  

 

Civil society plays a key role in encouraging progress in all these areas and in providing input on 

political rights and democratic governance as well as on economic and business issues.  The 

recommendations resulting from civil society meetings such as today’s, have advanced AGOA in 

many ways.  In keeping with the theme of this year’s AGOA Forum – “Forging New Strategies 

for U.S.-Africa Trade and Investment” – we are looking for input from civil society 

communities, both in Africa and here in the United States from diaspora and other groups, as we 

move into the last seven years of AGOA.   

 

I’d like to give you three examples of how AGOA-related partnerships have contributed to 

development on the continent.  
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First, the Global Shea Alliance brings together a variety of NGOs, development organizations,  

and social enterprises, and has improved the livelihoods of rural African women and their 

communities, promoted decent working conditions for all involved in the shea value chain,  

and advanced industry sustainability, conserving shea ecosystems.   

 

Second, in the apparel sector – one of the product areas that AGOA beneficiary countries have 

best taken advantage of – civil society partnerships have been able to elevate labor standards 

using AGOA.   

 

For example, a partnership with the International Labor Organization and the International 

Finance Corporation in the “Better Work Lesotho” program has improved working conditions 

and productivity for Lesotho’s textile workers.  “Better” Work Lesotho continues to help 

factories address problems and comply with national labor laws and international core labor 

standards. In fact, the last slacks I purchased were made in Lesotho!  

 

Additionally, textile conglomerate Phillips Van Heusen has worked with the government of 

Ethiopia and other development partners to ensure that a $1 billion Industrial Park in Ethiopia  

incorporated the highest standards for labor conditions, environmental protections, and 

socioeconomic benefits for the local and regional communities. 

 

And third, in yet another partnership, our East Africa Trade and Investment Hub established a 

workforce development program in Kenya, with plans to extend to Ethiopia.  

This program includes support to institutionalize labor, environmental, and safety standards.   

 

Civil society organizations have long played a vital role in shedding light and encouraging 

progress on rule of law and human rights challenges.  It is partly for this reason that the U.S. 

Congress, when it authorized AGOA legislation, specifically envisioned an important role for 

members of civil society to provide their perspective to the annual AGOA Forum.  When 

Congress extended AGOA in 2015, it took several steps to encourage participation and increase 

the transparency of the AGOA eligibility review, including through a public hearing process.   
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We always encourage groups like yours to continue playing the role of change maker.  You 

indeed have an impact on policy, you know the culture of African countries, and you have 

relationships there.  You also know how to navigate the business world in African countries.   

We hope that you use your unique position to continue to advocate for democratic and economic 

progress.   

 

The United States government greatly appreciates your participation in, and commitment to, 

AGOA. We look forward to seeing your recommendations at this week’s Ministerial.  With your 

support and participation, AGOA will continue to encourage progress in strengthening the 

enabling environments for trade and investment, as well as promote prosperity in both Africa  

and the United States.   Thanks very much for your kind attention, and more importantly, for the 

contributions your deliberations on AGOA will yield this week.  


